
THE CONFRATERNITY OF ST NINIAN 

THE TWO SHRINES PILGRIMAGE 2017  

The Confraternity undertook the second Two 

Shrines Pilgrimage in honour of St Andrew and for 

the re-conversion of Scotland from 5-7 August.  

The three-day walk began at the National Shrine of 

St Andrew in St Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh, and 

concluded with an historic Missa Cantata in the 

chancel of the ruined St Andrew’s Cathedral, St An-

drews, barely feet from the former Shrine of St An-

drew where pilgrims from across Christendom ven-

erated the apostles’s relics until the Cathedral’s de-

struction by the Scottish Reformers c. 1559.   Fr 

Anthony Mary FSSR, together with five of his broth-

ers from Golgotha Monastery, Papa Stronsay, provided chaplaincy to the pilgrims’ chapter, which 

consisted of around twenty walkers each day (a significant increase on 2016’s inaugural event).  

 

DAY ONE — Saturday 5 August 

The pilgrims gathered in Edinburgh and prayed the Itin-

erarium, a prayer from the Roman Breviary for those 

setting out on a journey, at the National Shrine.  Imme-

diately afterwards they made the short walk to Holy 

Cross Church in Trinity, a northern district of the city, 

where Fr Anthony Mary celebrated the opening Missa 

Cantata of the pilgrimage, a Votive Mass for Pilgrims 

and Travellers.  The 

church was made 

available by kind 

permission of Fr 

George Suczko SAC, the parish priest.  Thereafter the pilgrims 

walked through Trinity, Pilton, Davidson’s Mains and Barnton, 

before taking lunch at Cramond Brig, which crosses the River 

Almond on the western fringe of the city.  Leaving Edinburgh, 

the pilgrims walked on to South Queensferry before passing 

over the Forth Road Bridge; this section of the way was 

marked by a particular focus on St Margaret, Queen of Scot-

land, by whose benevolence the original ferry which the road 

bridge replaced was endowed in the eleventh century.  On 

crossing the bridge the pilgrims arrived in Fife and walked on-

wards through Rosyth to Dunfermline, St Margaret’s royal 

capital, where they processed through the precincts of Dun-

fermline Abbey to the strains of the bagpipes played by Br 

Seelos Maria of Papa Stronsay, before arriving at St Margaret’s 

Memorial Church for dinner and overnight accommodation.   
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DAY TWO — Sunday 6 August 

Rising early, the pilgrims heard Holy Mass for the Feast of 

the Transfiguration in St Margaret’s Church, celebrated by Fr 

Anthony Mary by kind permission of Fr Christopher Heenan, 

the parish priest.  After breakfast they set out in earnest for 

Falkland, first taking in the southern part of Fife with its fas-

cinating post-industrial landscape.  After a break at Kelty, 

the pilgrims walked through Lochore Meadows Country Park 

and took lunch at St Kenneth’s Church, Ballingry.  Thereafter 

they walked into Kinross-shire and visited the holy well at 

Scotlandwell, which was also a pilgrimage site during the 

Middle Ages.  The final section of the day’s walk took the 

pilgrims into the Lomond Hills Regional Park, a tough section 

of walking made all the more challenging by wet conditions. 

Upon reaching Falkland, the pilgrims assisted at a Holy Hour 

in the Chapel Royal, Falkland Palace, presided over by Bishop 

Stephen Robson of Dunkeld, who gave Pontifical Benediction 

at its conclusion.   Dinner followed at the Centre for Stew-

ardship, the pilgrims’ accommodation in the former stable 

block of Falkland House, a short distance from the village.   

 

DAY THREE — Monday 7 August 

The morning of the final day followed the course of the 

River Eden through the Howe of Fife, taking in Lady-

bank and Springfield before arriving in Cupar, where 

the pilgrims took lunch in the hall at St Columba’s 

Church.  The pilgrims then walked through Kemback 

and ascended to Blebocraigs, arriving in St Andrews in 

good time for the concluding Holy Mass in honour of 

St Andrew in the Cathedral ruins.  At the conclusion of 

the Sacred Liturgy Fr Anthony Mary intoned the hymn 

Te Deum laudamus , and carried a relic of St Andrew in 

solemn procession to the town’s parish church, dedi-

cated to St James’, the patron saint of pilgrims.  Finally 

blessings with the apostle’s relic were given there and 

a final meal taken the parish hall.   

 

Reiterating the President’s comments at the final meal, the Confraternity expresses its sincere 

thanks to the many individuals, too numerous to list here, who have participated in this years 

Two Shrines Pilgrimage and supported it, particularly the team which provided catering and logis-

tical support, those who provided accommodation during and around the pilgrimage, our hosts at 

various locations along the way, and all those who have provided spiritual and financial support.  

A short video about the pilgrimage can be viewed online by searching for the Sancta Familia Media channel on YouTube. 

To support the Confraternity’s work, please consider joining us or making a donation.   

Details of how to do this can be found on the Confraternity website: confraternity-of-st-ninian.com 
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